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57 ABSTRACT

A lens apparatus includes a diaphragm unit that is driven in
a first driving direction and a second driving direction, a
driving unit that drives the diaphragm unit based on a
driving instruction, a storage unit that stores a first driving
instruction value for performing the driving in the first
driving direction, and a second driving instruction value for
performing the driving in the second driving direction, and
a control unit that outputs a driving instruction for driving
the diaphragm unit, wherein the control unit outputs, when
driving the diaphragm unit in the first driving direction, the
driving instruction based on the first driving instruction
value or the like, and outputs, when driving the diaphragm
unit in the second driving direction, the driving instruction
based on the second driving instruction value or the like.

9 Claims, 8 Drawing Sheets
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LENS APPARATUS AND IMAGE
CAPTURING APPARATUS INCLUDING THE
SAME

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a lens apparatus equipped
with a diaphragm mechanism, and an image capturing
apparatus including the lens apparatus, which is suitable for,
for example, an interchangeable-lens digital single-lens
reflex camera, a digital still camera, a digital video camera,
and an interchangeable-lens digital video camera.

2. Description of the Related Art

A diaphragm mechanism (a diaphragm unit) serves to
change the size of a diaphragm aperture formed by a
plurality of diaphragm blades, and to increase or decrease
the amount of light passing through the diaphragm aperture
by moving the plurality of diaphragm blades in opening and
closing directions using an actuator such as a stepping
motor.

Recently, in an interchangeable-lens digital single-lens
reflex camera, the number of continuous shots in still image
shooting has been one of the barometers for evaluating the
performance as a camera system and it becomes important
to cope with high-speed operation of a diaphragm mecha-
nism. Here, when a driving force of an actuator is transmit-
ted to diaphragm blades and the diaphragm is opened or
closed, the variation in diaphragm accuracy or hysteresis in
driving conversion occurs by the influence from mechanical
backlash between the parts in the diaphragm mechanism or
the variation in step accuracy of a stepping motor.

The reason is because, if the mechanical backlash is
completely removed, when a sliding resistance is increased
due to overlapping of a plurality of diaphragm blades,
bending of the diaphragm blades, or thermal contraction of
the components, the risk of malfunction occurs.

A following countermeasure is taken as control of a
diaphragm mechanism focusing on the diaphragm accuracy
rather than the number of continuous shots. The diaphragm
mechanism is controlled to have each target aperture value
by, after aperture opening operation in which an aperture
diameter is a fixed diameter, measuring light in the open
state and performing driving in the same direction from the
open side to a small aperture side. Accordingly, in the
operation of the diaphragm mechanism to the target aperture
values, it is required to perform the aperture opening opera-
tion on the diaphragm mechanism each time and, there is a
limit in coping with a high-speed operation of the diaphragm
mechanism.

For example, as a measure of improving diaphragm
accuracy, Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No.
11-160754 discusses that swing of diaphragm blades during
diaphragm operation is prevented by disposing a pressing
spring for each diaphragm blade and maintaining pressure
on the cam followers formed at the blades with the springs
against the cam.

Further, Japanese Patent Application Laid-Open No.
2007-199578 discusses that the position difference in dia-
phragm accuracy is improved by pressing a windmill to a
restricting portion that restricts the rotational center of the
windmill formed on a diaphragm ground plate.

Accordingly, diaphragm accuracy or hysteresis in driving
reversal may be reduced.

However, in the related art discussed in the patent appli-
cations described above, the diaphragm accuracy and the
position difference are improved, while operational load is
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increased when the diaphragm blades are opened and closed.
Accordingly, it is remarkably difficult to cope with high-
speed operation of the diaphragm mechanism for securing
the number of continuous shots.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is directed to a lens apparatus
including a diaphragm unit that can achieve both of dia-
phragm accuracy and high-speed operation, and an image
capturing apparatus including the same.

According to an aspect of the present invention, a lens
apparatus includes a diaphragm unit configured to be driven
in a first driving direction from an open side to a small
aperture side and a second driving direction from the small
aperture side to the open side, a driving unit configured to
drive the diaphragm unit based on a driving instruction, a
control unit configured to output a driving instruction for
driving the diaphragm unit from a current aperture value to
a target aperture value to the driving unit, and a storage unit
configured to store a first driving instruction value that is
used for driving the diaphragm unit in the first driving
direction and corresponds to the target aperture value, and a
second driving instruction value that is used for driving the
diaphragm unit in the second driving direction and corre-
sponds to the target aperture value, wherein the control unit
outputs, when driving the diaphragm unit in the first driving
direction, the driving instruction based on the target aperture
value, the current aperture value, and the first driving
instruction value to the driving unit, and outputs, when
driving the diaphragm unit in the second driving direction,
the driving instruction based on the target aperture value, the
current aperture value, and the second driving instruction
value to the driving unit.

According to exemplary embodiments of the present
invention, it is possible to provide a lens apparatus including
a diaphragm unit that can achieve both of diaphragm accu-
racy and high-speed operation, and an image capturing
apparatus including the same.

Further features and aspects of the present invention will
become apparent from the following detailed description of
exemplary embodiments with reference to the attached
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of the specification, illustrate exem-
plary embodiments, features, and aspects of the invention
and, together with the description, serve to explain the
principles of the invention.

FIG. 1 is a graph illustrating diaphragm accuracy before
and after correction according to a first exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a configuration of an
optical apparatus according to exemplary embodiments of
the present invention.

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a relation between an
aperture value and a driving instruction value according to
a second exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4A is a table illustrating a relation between the
aperture value and the driving instruction value according to
the second exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4B is a table illustrating a relation between the
aperture value and the driving instruction value according to
the second exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
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FIG. 4C is a table illustrating a relation between the
aperture value and the driving instruction value according to
the second exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 4D is a table illustrating a relation between the
aperture value and the driving instruction value according to
the second exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a graph illustrating diaphragm accuracy before
and after correction according to the second exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

Various exemplary embodiments, features, and aspects of
the invention will be described in detail below with refer-
ence to the drawings.

Hereinafter, a first exemplary embodiment will be
described. FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration of an interchangeable-lens single-lens reflex camera
as an image capturing apparatus (including a lens apparatus
and a camera apparatus connected with the lens apparatus)
according to the exemplary embodiments of the present
invention. Further, in the exemplary embodiment, although
an image capturing apparatus (an optical apparatus) includ-
ing an interchangeable lens and a camera main body is
described, an interchangeable lens single body (a lens appa-
ratus) equipped with a diaphragm mechanism (a diaphragm
unit) may be used as the optical apparatus. In addition, in the
exemplary embodiment, although an interchangeable-lens
single-lens reflex camera is described, the present exemplary
embodiment may also be applied to a lens-integrated cam-
era.

In FIG. 2, an interchangeable lens 200 is an interchange-
able lens attachable/detachable to/from a camera main body
100. An optical apparatus is configured by the camera main
body 100 and the interchangeable lens 200. The interchange-
able lens 200 includes a front lens unit 201, a focus lens unit
202, a variator lens unit 203, and a diaphragm mechanism
204. An photographic optical system includes the lens units
201 to 203 and the diaphragm mechanism 204.

The diaphragm mechanism 204 includes a plurality of
diaphragm blades (not illustrated), an opening/closing
mechanism (not illustrated) that opens/closes the plurality of
diaphragm blades, and a diaphragm driving unit 205 driving
the opening/closing mechanism as a driving unit. The dia-
phragm mechanism 204 is an iris diaphragm forming a
diaphragm aperture on an optical axis with some of the
plurality of diaphragm blades disposed around the optical
axis being overlapped. An aperture value increases or
decreases in accordance with the positions of the plurality of
diaphragm blades, and the overlap amount of the plurality of
diaphragm blades and operational load applied to the dia-
phragm driving unit 205 are changed in accordance with the
positions of the plurality of diaphragm blades. In general,
the operational load is large at the side where the aperture
value is large, in other words, the side where the overlap
amount of the plurality of diaphragm blades increases. The
diaphragm driving unit 205 includes a stepping motor, and
the driving of the diaphragm driving unit 205 is controlled
by a lens central processing unit (CPU) 206 as a control unit
of the present exemplary embodiment which is described
below. Further, the diaphragm mechanism 204 includes a
diaphragm position detection unit (not illustrated) as an
actual aperture value measuring unit that detects the posi-
tions of the plurality of diaphragm blades corresponding to
the aperture values. In the exemplary embodiment, although
the diaphragm position detection unit is provided in consid-
eration of the time when an unexpected situation, such as a
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shock, occurs, open control by pulse count of the stepping
motor may be performed. The diaphragm mechanism 204
can be driven in a first driving direction from an open side
to a small aperture side, and a second driving direction from
the small aperture side to the open side.

A focus position detection unit 207 detects the position of
the focus lens unit 202. The lens CPU 206 transmits and
receives various items of information, through a camera
CPU 106, a lens communication unit 208, and a camera
communication unit 108, and controls the entire operation of
the interchangeable lens 200 integrally with the camera CPU
106.

The focus driving unit 209 includes a stepping motor or
a vibration motor, and moves the focus lens unit 202 on the
optical axis, using a focus driving mechanism (not illus-
trated). The lens CPU 206 controls driving (a rotational
direction and a driving instruction value) of the focus
driving unit 209. Specifically, the lens CPU 206 controls the
driving direction of the focus driving unit 209 by changing
the polarity of a focus driving signal applied to the focus
driving unit 209, and controls a driving instruction value of
the focus driving unit 209 by increasing/decreasing the
number of pulses of the focus driving signal. Accordingly,
the amount of movement of the focus lens unit 202 on the
optical axis is controlled. The CPU 206 refers to the focus
position information obtained from the focus lens position
detection unit 207.

Further, the lens CPU 206 controls driving (a rotational
direction and a driving instruction value) of the diaphragm
driving unit 205. Specifically, the lens CPU 206 controls the
driving direction of the diaphragm driving unit 205 by
changing the polarity of a diaphragm driving signal applied
to the diaphragm driving unit 205, and controls a driving
instruction value of the diaphragm driving unit 205 by
increasing/decreasing the number of pulses of the diaphragm
driving signal. Accordingly, the amount of opening/closing
of the plurality of diaphragm blades in the diaphragm
mechanism 204 is controlled. The lens CPU 206 refers to the
diaphragm position information (a current aperture value)
obtained from the diaphragm position detection unit.

A photographing mode switching unit 210 is operated by
a user to switch a still image shooting mode and a moving
image shooting mode. In the exemplary embodiment,
although the photographing mode switching unit 210 is
provided for the interchangeable lens 200, the photograph-
ing mode switching unit 210 may be included in the camera
main body 100. A memory 211 includes a read-only memory
(ROM) as a storage unit of the present exemplary embodi-
ment. The memory 211 stores a plurality of driving instruc-
tion values of the focus lens unit 202. Further, the memory
211 also stores respective data of target aperture values and
actual aperture values for the plurality of driving instruction
values corresponding to the driving direction of the dia-
phragm mechanism 204. The driving direction of the dia-
phragm mechanism 204 includes a first driving direction
from the open side to the small aperture side, and a second
driving direction from the small aperture side to the open
side. The driving instruction value of the diaphragm mecha-
nism 204 is a value that instructs driving to a predetermined
diaphragm position, that is, a first driving instruction value
used for driving in the first driving direction, and a second
driving instruction value used for driving in the second
driving direction. That a correction value Y, is obtained
from the relationship between a target aperture value and an
actual aperture value in the diaphragm mechanism 204 and
used in control of the diaphragm mechanism 204 will be
described below.
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The lens CPU 206 can read out any time the data stored
in the memory 211. An object light from an object 300 enters
the camera main body 100 through a photographic optical
system in the interchangeable lens 200. In the camera main
body 100, an object image is formed on an imaging unit 102
by the object light with a quick-return mirror 101 out of an
optical path.

The imaging unit 102 includes a photoelectric conversion
element, such as a charge-coupled device (CCD) sensor or
a complementary metal-oxide semiconductor (CMOS) sen-
sor, and photoelectrically converts an object image. Further,
when the quick-return mirror 101 is disposed in the optical
path, the object light is reflected on the quick-return mirror
101 and guided to a pentaprism 103. The object light
reflected on the pentaprism 103 is guided to user’s eyes
through a finder optical system 104. Thus, the image can be
made visible to the user. A quick-return mirror control unit
105 controls up/down movement of the quick-return mirror
101 in response to a control signal from the camera CPU
106. A photometry unit 107 calculates object luminance
from an output signal of the imaging unit 102 or a video
signal generated by an image processing circuit (not illus-
trated), which is described below, and outputs the calculated
object luminance to the camera CPU 106 as photometry
information.

In the still image shooting mode, a focus detection unit
109, detects a focus state of the photographic optical system
in a phase difference detection method, using the object light
reflected on a sub-mirror (not illustrated) disposed behind
the quick-return mirror 101. Further, the focus detection unit
109 outputs focus information indicating the focus state to
the camera CPU 106. The camera CPU 106 controls the
position of the focus lens unit 202 via the focus driving unit
209 and obtains an in-focus state, based on the focus
information.

Further, in the moving image shooting mode, the camera
CPU 106 generates contrast information indicating the con-
trast state of a video from a video signal generated by the
image processing circuit described below. In addition, the
camera CPU 106 obtains an in-focus state by controlling the
position of the focus lens unit 202 based on the contrast
information.

Further, the camera CPU 106 calculates an aperture value
that is to be set on the diaphragm mechanism 204 or the
operation speed of a photometry (not illustrated) for con-
trolling the exposure amount of the imaging unit 102 in the
still image shooting mode, based on the photometry infor-
mation.

A release switch unit 110 outputs a signal of a switch SW1
when half-pressed by a user (the switch SW1 ON), and
outputs a signal of a switch SW2 when full-pressed (the
switch SW2 ON).

The camera CPU 106 starts to prepare still image shooting
operation, such as measuring light and focus detection, in
response to input of the signal of the switch SW1, and starts
still image shooting operation for recording in response to
input of the signal of the switch SW2. A moving image
photographing switch unit 111 that alternately outputs a
moving image shooting start signal and a moving image
shooting stop signal every time the mode is operated by the
user. The camera CPU 106 starts a moving image shooting
operation for recording in response to the moving image
shooting start signal, and stops the shooting operation in
response to input of the moving image shooting stop signal.

Further, in the exemplary embodiment, although the mov-
ing image photographing switch mode 111 and the release
switch unit 110 are separately provided, the release switch
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unit 110 may have the function of the moving image

photographing switch unit. A digital video signal is gener-

ated by performing various image processing such as ampli-
fication in the image processing circuit on a photographing

signal output from the imaging unit 102.

The camera CPU 106 generates a still image for record-
ing, a moving image for displaying, and a moving image for
recording, using the digital video signals. The moving image
for displaying is displayed as an electronic viewfinder image
on a display unit 112 including a display device such as a
liquid crystal display (LCD) panel. The still image for
recording and the moving image for recording are recorded
on a recording medium such as semiconductor memory in a
recording device 113.

Next, obtaining the correction value Y, from the relation-
ship between a target aperture value and an actual aperture
value at a driving instruction value in the driving direction
of the diaphragm mechanism 204 of the first exemplary
embodiment, and controlling the diaphragm mechanism 204
using the obtained correction value Y, will be described. In
a driving instruction value in the driving direction in the
diaphragm mechanism 204 and given to the diaphragm
driving unit 205 from the lens CPU 206, a target aperture
value and an actual aperture value measured in advance are
stored in the memory 211. The driving instruction value
means a first driving instruction value used for driving in the
first driving direction, and a second driving instruction value
used for driving in the second driving direction.

The lens CPU 206 (the control unit) controls, when
driving the diaphragm mechanism 204 (the diaphragm unit)
in the first driving direction, the diaphragm driving unit 205
by outputting a driving instruction based on the target
aperture value, the current aperture value, and the first
driving instruction value to the diaphragm driving unit 205
(the driving unit). Further, the lens CPU 206 controls, when
driving the diaphragm mechanism 204 (the diaphragm unit)
in the second driving direction, the diaphragm driving unit
205 by outputting a driving instruction based on the target
aperture value, the current aperture value, and the second
driving instruction value to the diaphragm driving unit 205
(the driving unit).

In the exemplary embodiment, an example of one-direc-
tion driving from the open side to the small aperture side (a
one-direction driving example in the first driving direction)
will be described.

First, an average value of difference A, is obtained by the
following equation from the relationship between the target
aperture value and the actual aperture value, which are
stored in advance in the memory 211, at the driving instruc-
tion value in the driving direction of the diaphragm mecha-
nism 204.

An={(Frog,=Fnoy1,)/(S1=So)+(Fn0 go—Fn0 50/ (So—
SO+ .« . +H(Fnogn—Fnoyn) (Sy—Sn.1)}/N

Parameters are as follows.

A, Average value of difference between a target aperture
value and an actual aperture value between adjacent
driving instruction values

Fnog,: Actual aperture value for S,,

Fno, . Target aperture value for S,

S, N-th driving instruction value

Sa1: N=1-th driving instruction value
Next, the correction value Y, is obtained by the following

equation.

Yn=AnxSy (N is 1 or more integer)

Updated driving instruction values S, 31, S, 55, - - -, S,y
(N is 1 or more integer) are stored for the diaphragm
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mechanism 204 in the memory 211, by obtaining the
obtained correction values Y,, Y,, . . ., Y, (N is 1 or more
integer) for each of the driving instruction values S,
S,, ..., Sy (Nis 1 or more integer) in the driving direction,
and adding the correction values Y, Y,, ..., YA, (Nis 1 or
more integer) (that is, driving instruction values correspond-
ing to the correction values Y, Y,, . .., Y, (N is an integer
equal to or more than 1)) to the driving instruction values S,
S,, ..., S, (Nis 1 or more integer) stored in advance in the
driving direction. Thereafter, the diaphragm mechanism 204
is operated with the new driving instruction values S, ,
Siys « « -5 S, (N is 1 or more integer). The driving
instruction value corresponding to the above-mentioned
correction value Y, is obtained from the target aperture
value at the driving instruction value in the driving direction
of the diaphragm mechanism 204. In other words, the target
aperture value is a correspondence relation between the
driving instruction value and the target aperture value. For
example, the correspondence relation is illustrated in FIG. 3
as a correspondence relation between an aperture value Fno
and the driving instruction value. The driving instruction
value corresponding to the correction value Y, (a deviation
amount of the aperture value to be corrected) is obtained
from the inclination of the correspondence relation (straight
line).

FIG. 1 illustrates an example when the correction values
Y., Y, oo, Yay(Nis 1 or more integer) are applied to the
diaphragm mechanism 204 according to the first exemplary
embodiment. In FIG. 1, the vertical axis indicates an actual
aperture value, and the graph indicates that, as the error in
the + direction increases, the aperture value decreases (the
amount of light passing through a diaphragm aperture
increases), and, as the error in the — direction increases, the
aperture value increases (the amount of light passing
through the diaphragm aperture decreases). Further, the
horizontal axis indicates a driving instruction value in the
driving direction from the open side to the small aperture
side, and the zero line in the vertical axis indicates a target
aperture value. As for the graph indicating diaphragm accu-
racy before correction, when the diaphragm mechanism 204
is driven from the open side to the small aperture side, it can
be recognized that, as the driving instruction value is
increased, the actual aperture value has an error in the
direction in which the aperture value decreases from the
target aperture value.

Further, in the graph indicating diaphragm accuracy after
correction in which the diaphragm mechanism 204 has been
driven using the correction values Y, Y,, ..., Y, (Nis 1
or more integer), the diaphragm mechanism with high
accuracy substantially equal to the target aperture value is
implemented.

Since the correction values Y,,Y,, ..., Y, (Nis 1 or more
integer) are obtained in the driving direction, the description
is not repeated in the exemplary embodiment. However,
obtaining the correction values Y, may be applied in the
same way to those in the driving direction (the second
driving direction) from the small aperture side to the open
side.

Further, in the memory 211, information of any one of
position differences, a driving frequency, temperature infor-
mation, a limited driving amount, and a limited driving
range is stored and may be read out at any time, for the
relationship between the driving instruction value and the
actual aperture value in the driving direction of the dia-
phragm mechanism 204.

The limited driving amount will be described hereafter.
The limited driving amount becomes effective when the
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difference in driving instruction value from the driving
instruction value of the current aperture value as the first
position in the present exemplary embodiment to the driving
instruction value of the next aperture value as the second
position in the present exemplary embodiment driven by the
diaphragm driving unit 205 is smaller than a predetermined
driving instruction value.

For example, the limited driving amount is effective when
setting a range, where the aperture value is not changed even
if the diaphragm mechanism 204 is driven, to the range of
mechanical backlash generated in driving conversion of the
diaphragm mechanism 204. In other words, when the driv-
ing instruction value of the diaphragm mechanism 204 from
the memory 211 to the diaphragm driving unit 205 is a
driving instruction value not more than the limited driving
amount, the lens CPU 206 does not drive the diaphragm
mechanism 204.

The limited driving range is a parameter that is applied
when the driving instruction value at the current aperture
value of the diaphragm mechanism 204 is a driving instruc-
tion value around a fixed aperture diameter in the diaphragm
open state. Since the aperture value around the fixed aperture
diameter in the diaphragm open state is more advantageous
in terms of light measurement accuracy than that of the
aperture diameter formed by a plurality of diaphragm blades,
it is set for driving in the first driving direction according to
the present invention, that is, from the open side to the small
aperture side, at a targeted aperture value after opening
operation is performed one time around the opening of
diaphragm.

For example, accuracy is improved in terms of diaphragm
accuracy including light measurement accuracy, by setting
the range from the opening of diaphragm to a first level as
the limited driving range. Although there may be a problem
in the number of continuous shots, it is possible to set the
value to be equivalent to all the driving instruction values
from the opening to the small aperture, as long as it is from
the opening of diaphragm to a middle level. Thus, there is no
influence and light measurement accuracy may be improved.

Further, the lens CPU 206 performs driving control of the
diaphragm mechanism 204 in the relationship between the
driving instruction value and the actual aperture value of the
diaphragm mechanism 204 in the driving direction of the
diaphragm mechanism 204 stored in the memory 211, based
on the position difference, the driving frequency, and the
temperature information. Therefore, the correction values
Y,.Y,, ..., Y, (Nis1ormore integer) can be applied even
under the environment with a position difference, various
driving frequencies, and temperatures.

As described above, it is possible to directly operate the
diaphragm mechanism at a target aperture value without
taking a conventional control method of a diaphragm
mechanism that focuses on the diaphragm accuracy rather
than the number of continuous shots and operates the
diaphragm mechanism in the same direction by performing
opening operation every time. Accordingly, it is possible to
accomplish a diaphragm mechanism that can achieve dia-
phragm accuracy and high-speed operation.

By applying the exemplary embodiment, it is possible to
achieve the number of continuous shots substantially double
compared with that of the related art, for high-speed opera-
tion. In the exemplary embodiment, although, the correction
values Y,,Y,, ..., Y, (Nis 1 or more integer) are obtained
from the driving instruction values from 0 to 4 in FIG. 1, the
correction values may be calculated between two points
(taking 4 of N as 1, that is, 0 and 4) without calculating from
adjacent driving instruction values.
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Hereinafter, a second exemplary embodiment will be
described. FIG. 2 is a block diagram illustrating a configu-
ration of an interchangeable-lens single-lens reflex camera
as an optical apparatus according to the exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention. The configuration is the same
as that of the first exemplary embodiment and thus will not
be repeated. Obtaining a new driving instruction value
Ssereer v Irom the relationship between a target aperture value
and an actual aperture value at a driving instruction value in
the driving direction of a diaphragm mechanism according
to the second exemplary embodiment and controlling the
diaphragm mechanism using the new driving instruction
value S, y Will be described. In a driving instruction
value of the diaphragm mechanism 204 in the driving
direction given to the diaphragm driving unit 205 from the
lens CPU 206, a target aperture value is stored in the
memory 211.

First, an example of a method for obtaining corrected
driving instruction values (new driving instruction values
Ssereer ¥) 10 a driving direction (a first driving direction) from
an open side to a small aperture side and a driving direction
(a second driving direction) from the small aperture side to
the open side will be described. First, actual aperture values
(Fno; osz) corresponding to driving instruction values in
the driving direction (the first driving direction) from the
open side to the small aperture side of the diaphragm
mechanism 204 are measured and stored in the memory 211
(refer to FIGS. 3 and 4A).

Next, actual aperture values (Fno,pz,) according to driv-
ing instruction values S,, S,, . . ., S,, (N is 1 or more integer)
in the driving direction (second driving direction) from the
small aperture side to the open side of the diaphragm
mechanism 204 are measured and stored in the memory 211
(refer to FIGS. 3 and 4B). Actual aperture values Fno.; 55z
and the actual aperture values Fno ., each corresponding
the driving instruction values S|, S,, . . ., S, (N is 1 or more
integer) of the diaphragm mechanism 204 in the respective
driving directions, and the target aperture values (for the
driving instruction values of the diaphragm mechanism 204
in the respective driving directions) stored in the memory
211 are compared (refer to FIG. 4C). In FIG. 4C, the target
aperture value corresponding to the driving instruction value
of the diaphragm mechanism 204 is used in common in the
first and second driving directions. Further, a driving instruc-
tion value for the actual aperture value with the minimum
absolute value of a difference between the values (the actual
aperture values Fno.; .- or the actual aperture values
Fno,pza and the target aperture values) is extracted, and the
extracted driving instruction value is selected as the driving
instruction value for the target aperture value. The driving
instruction value for the actual aperture value with the
minimum absolute value of a difference between the actual
aperture value Fno; o and the target aperture value is the
driving instruction value (the first driving instruction value)
for the target aperture value in the driving direction (the first
driving direction) from the open side to the small aperture
side of the diaphragm mechanism 204 (refer to FIG. 4D).
For example, in FIGS. 3 and 4C, if the target aperture value
is set to 9.0, when the absolute value of a difference is
minimum, the actual aperture value Fno,; o5z is 8.6. The
driving instruction value of S10 corresponds to the actual
aperture value Fno; oz 0f 8.6. Thus, the driving instruction
value of S10 is set as the driving instruction value (the first
driving instruction value) corresponding to the target aper-
ture value of 9.0 in driving the diaphragm mechanism 204
in the driving direction (the first driving direction) from the
open side to the small aperture side (refer to FIG. 4D).
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Further, the driving instruction value for the actual aperture
value with the minimum absolute value of a difference
between the actual aperture value Fno ., and the target
aperture value is the driving instruction value (the second
driving instruction value) for the target aperture value in the
driving direction (the second driving direction) from the
small aperture side to the open side of the diaphragm
mechanism 204. The respective extracted driving instruction
values for the plurality of target aperture values are selected
as new driving instruction values Sg,,,.., ;- of the diaphragm
mechanism 204 and stored in the memory 211. Thereafter,
the diaphragm mechanism 204 is operated with the new
driving instruction values S, .., s

That is, the first instruction values and the second instruc-
tion values stored in the storage unit are obtained by
measuring actual aperture values of the diaphragm unit with
an actual aperture value measuring unit, which measures the
actual aperture values of the diaphragm unit, while recipro-
cating the diaphragm unit with the actual aperture value
measuring unit based on driving instructions.

Further, the control unit compares the target aperture
values with the current aperture values (the actual aperture
values). When the target aperture value is in the first driving
direction of the current aperture value (the actual aperture
value) (in other words, the target aperture value is greater
than the current aperture value), the first driving instruction
value for the actual aperture value with the minimum
absolute value of the difference between the target aperture
value and the actual aperture value is selected as the first
driving instruction value of the target aperture value. Then,
the control unit 206 outputs a driving instruction to the
driving unit 205 for driving the diaphragm mechanism 204
to the instructed position of the diaphragm blades based on
the first driving instruction value. When the target aperture
value is in the second driving direction of the current
aperture value (the actual aperture value) (in other words,
the target aperture value is smaller than the current aperture
value), the second driving instruction value for the actual
aperture value with the minimum absolute value of the
difference between the target aperture value and the actual
aperture value is selected as the second driving instruction
value of the target aperture value. Then, the control unit 206
outputs a driving instruction to the driving unit 205 for
driving the diaphragm mechanism 204 to the instructed
position of the diaphragm blades based on the second
driving instruction value. For example, in FIGS. 3 and 4C,
assume that the target aperture value of 7.0 is compared with
the current aperture value (the actual aperture value) of 8.6.
In this case, the target aperture value of 7.0 is in the second
driving direction of the current aperture value (the actual
aperture value) of 8.6. Thus, when the actual aperture value
is 7.0, the absolute value of the difference between the target
aperture value of 7.0 and the actual aperture value of 8.6 is
minimum. The second driving instruction value of S6é cor-
responding to the actual aperture value of 7.0 is set to the
second driving instruction value of the target aperture value
of 7.0. Then, the control unit 206 outputs a driving instruc-
tion to the driving unit 205 for driving the diaphragm
mechanism 204 to the instructed position of the diaphragm
blades based on the second driving instruction value of S6.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example when the new driving
instruction values Sg,,.., ; are applied to the diaphragm
mechanism 204. In FIG. 5, the vertical axis indicates actual
aperture values, and the graph indicates that, as the error in
the + direction increases, the aperture value decreases (the
amount of light passing through the diaphragm aperture
increases), and, as the error in the — direction increases, the
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aperture value increases (the amount of light passing
through the diaphragm aperture decreases).

Further, the horizontal axis indicates driving instruction
values in the driving direction from the open side to the
small aperture side, and the zero line in the vertical axis
indicates target aperture values. As for the graph indicating
diaphragm accuracy before correction, when the diaphragm
mechanism 204 is driven from the open side to the small
aperture side, it can be seen that, as the driving instruction
value is increased, the actual aperture value has an error in
the direction in which the aperture value increases from the
target aperture value.

Further, in the graph indicating diaphragm accuracy after
correction, in which the diaphragm mechanism 204 has been
driven using the new driving instruction values Sg,,.., ;> @
diaphragm mechanism with high accuracy close to the target
aperture value is implemented. The present example illus-
trates that the diaphragm accuracy is already high at the time
before correction, but means that it is possible to further
improve the diaphragm accuracy, when using the new driv-
ing instruction values S,  according to the exemplary
embodiment.

Further, in the memory 211, information of any one of
position differences, a driving frequency, temperature infor-
mation, a limited driving amount, and a limited driving
range is stored and may be read out at any time, for the
relationship between the driving instruction value and the
actual aperture value of the diaphragm mechanism 204 in
the driving direction of the diaphragm mechanism 204. The
limited driving amount will be described hereafter.

The limited driving amount becomes effective when the
difference in driving instruction value between the driving
instruction value of the current aperture value as the first
position in the present exemplary embodiment and the
driving instruction value of the subsequent aperture value as
the second position in the present exemplary embodiment to
be driven by the diaphragm driving unit 205 is smaller than
a predetermined driving instruction value. For example, the
limited driving amount is effective when setting a range
where the aperture value is not changed even if the dia-
phragm mechanism 204 is driven due to the range of
mechanical backlash generated in driving conversion of the
diaphragm mechanism 204.

That is, when the driving instruction value of the dia-
phragm mechanism 204 from the memory 211 to the dia-
phragm driving unit 205 is a driving instruction value not
more than the limited driving amount, the diaphragm
mechanism 204 is not driven. The limited driving range is a
parameter that is applied, when the driving instruction value
at the current aperture value of the diaphragm mechanism
204 is a driving instruction value around a fixed diaphragm
diameter in the diaphragm open state.

Around the fixed aperture diameter in the diaphragm open
state is more advantageous in terms of light measurement
accuracy than the aperture diameter formed by a plurality of
diaphragm blades. Accordingly, the limited driving range is
set for driving to a targeted aperture value after opening
operation is performed one time in the first driving direction
according to the present exemplary embodiment, that is,
from the open side to the small aperture side, around the
opening of diaphragm. For example, accuracy is improved
in terms of diaphragm accuracy including light measurement
accuracy, by setting the range from the opening of the
diaphragm to a first level as the limited driving range.

Although there may be an issue in the number of con-
tinuous shots, it is possible to set the value to be equivalent
to all the driving instruction values from the opening to the
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small aperture, as long as the values are from the opening of
the diaphragm to a middle level. Thus, there is no influence
and light measurement accuracy may be improved. Further,
the diaphragm driving unit 205 performs driving control of
the diaphragm mechanism 204 based on the position differ-
ence, the driving frequency, and the temperature information
in the relationship between the driving instruction value and
the actual aperture value of the diaphragm mechanism 204
in the driving direction of the diaphragm mechanism 204
stored in the memory 211. Therefore, exemplary embodi-
ments of the present invention can be applied even under the
environment with a position difference or various driving
frequencies and temperatures.

As described above, it is possible to directly operate the
diaphragm mechanism at a target aperture value without
taking a conventional control method of a diaphragm
mechanism that focuses on the diaphragm accuracy rather
than the number of continuous shots and operates the
diaphragm mechanism in the same direction by performing
opening operation every time. It is also possible to accom-
plish a diaphragm mechanism that can achieve diaphragm
accuracy and a high-speed operation. By applying the exem-
plary embodiment, it is possible to achieve the number of
continuous shots substantially double compared with that of
the related art, for high-speed operation.

Further, although a stepping motor is used for the dia-
phragm driving unit 205 in the first exemplary embodiment
and the second exemplary embodiment, the present exem-
plary embodiments are not limited thereto. For example, a
direct current (DC) motor, a linear motor, or an ultrasonic
motor may be used.

Although the exemplary embodiments of the present
invention are described above, the present invention is not
limited to the exemplary embodiments and may be changed
and modified in various ways without departing from the
scope of the present invention.

While the present invention has been described with
reference to exemplary embodiments, it is to be understood
that the invention is not limited to the disclosed exemplary
embodiments. The scope of the following claims is to be
accorded the broadest interpretation so as to encompass all
modifications, equivalent structures, and functions.

This application claims priority from Japanese Patent
Application No. 2012-103231 filed Apr. 27, 2012, which is
hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

What is claimed is:

1. A lens apparatus comprising:

a diaphragm unit configured to be driven in a first driving
direction from an open side to a small aperture side and
a second driving direction from the small aperture side
to the open side;

a driving unit configured to drive the diaphragm unit
based on a driving instruction;

a control unit configured to output the driving instruction
for driving the diaphragm unit from a current position
to a target position to the driving unit; and

a storage unit configured to store a plurality of first driving
instruction values that are used for driving the dia-
phragm unit in the first driving direction and respec-
tively corresponds to a plurality of target aperture
values,

and a plurality of second driving instruction values that are
used for driving the diaphragm unit in the second driving
direction and respectively corresponds to the target aperture
values,

wherein the control unit outputs, when driving the dia-
phragm unit in the first driving direction, one of the first
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driving instruction values as the driving instruction to
the driving unit based on the target aperture value and
a current aperture value, and outputs, when driving the
diaphragm unit in the second driving direction, one of
the second driving instruction values as the driving
instruction to the driving unit based on the target
aperture value and the current aperture value.

2. The lens apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
control unit compares the target aperture value with an
actual aperture value, and

wherein the control unit selects, when the target aperture

value is in the first driving direction of the actual
aperture value, the first driving instruction value for the
actual aperture value with a minimum absolute value of
a difference between the target aperture value and the
actual aperture value as a first driving instruction value
of'the target aperture value, and selects, when the target
aperture value is in the second driving direction of the
actual aperture value, the second driving instruction
value for the actual aperture value with a minimum
absolute value of a difference between the target aper-
ture value and the actual aperture value as a second
driving instruction value of the target aperture value.

3. The lens apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
control unit selects the value obtained by adding a driving
instruction value corresponding to a correction value Y,
calculated from Y,~=A, xS, (N is 1 or more integer) to N-th
driving instruction values of the first driving instruction
value and the second driving instruction value of the target
aperture value as the first driving instruction value and the
second driving instruction value of the target aperture value,

where

AN={(Fnog,~Fno,,|)/(S,=So)+(F1nogy—Fnosm,)/(So-
SO+« . +(Fnogn—Fnoyn)/ (Sn—Sn.1) /N

Sy+ N-th driving instruction value

Sy-1: N=1-th driving instruction value

Fnog,: Actual aperture value for S,,

Fno,: Target aperture value for S,.

4. The lens apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the
storage unit stores information on any one of a position
difference, a driving frequency, temperature information, a
limited driving amount, and a limited driving range in a
relationship between the driving instruction value and the
actual aperture value in a driving direction of the diaphragm
unit.

5. The lens apparatus according to claim 3, wherein the
control unit outputs a driving instruction according to a
driving instruction value based on a position difference, a
driving frequency, and temperature information in the rela-
tionship between the driving instruction value and the actual
aperture value, which are stored in the storage unit, in the
driving direction of the diaphragm unit to the driving unit.

6. The lens apparatus according to claim 4, wherein the
control unit does not output the driving instruction to the
driving unit, when a difference in the driving instruction
values between the current aperture value and the target
aperture value is not more than the limited driving amount.

7. The lens apparatus of claim 4, wherein, if a difference
in the driving instruction values between the current aperture
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value and the target aperture value is within the limited
driving range, the control unit outputs a driving instruction
for driving the diaphragm unit in the first driving direction
to the driving unit after performing an opening operation one
time.

8. An image capturing apparatus comprising:

the lens apparatus; and

a camera apparatus connected with the lens apparatus,
wherein the lens apparatus comprising:

a diaphragm unit configured to be driven in a first driving

direction from an open side to a small aperture side and
a second driving direction from the small aperture side
to the open side;

a driving unit configured to drive the diaphragm unit
based on a driving instruction;

a control unit configured to output the driving instruction
for driving the diaphragm unit from a current position
to a target position to the driving unit; and

a storage unit configured to store a plurality of first driving
instruction values that are used for driving the dia-
phragm unit in the first driving direction and respec-
tively correspond to a plurality of target aperture val-
ues,

and a plurality of second driving instruction values that are
used for driving the diaphragm unit in the second driving
direction and respectively correspond to the target aperture
values,

wherein the control unit outputs, when driving the dia-
phragm unit in the first driving direction, one of the first
driving instruction values as the driving instruction to
the driving unit based on the target aperture value and
a current aperture value,

and outputs, when driving the diaphragm unit in the second
driving direction, one of the second driving instruction
values as the driving instruction to the driving unit based on
the target aperture value and the current aperture value.

9. A method of manufacturing a lens barrel comprising a

diaphragm unit configured to be driven in a first driving
direction from an open side to a small aperture side and a
second driving direction from the small aperture side to the
open side, a driving unit configured to drive the diaphragm
unit based on a driving instruction, a control unit configured
to output a driving instruction for driving the diaphragm unit
from a current position to a target position to the driving
unit,
a storage unit configured to store a plurality of first driving
instruction values that are used for driving the diaphragm
unit in the first driving direction and respectively correspond
to a plurality of target aperture values, and a plurality of
second driving instruction values that are used for driving
the diaphragm unit in the second driving direction and
respectively correspond to the target aperture values, the
method comprising the steps of:

measuring an actual aperture value while the driving unit
reciprocates the diaphragm unit, and

storing, in the storage unit, the first driving instruction
values and the second driving instruction values
obtained by the measuring of the actual aperture value.
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